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2018 North American Agricultural Safety Summit 

Conference Agenda 
February 21 – 23, 2018 

Embassy Suites Resort, Scottsdale, AZ 

TIME TOPIC 

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 21, 2018 
12:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. ASHCA Board Meeting 
1:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. Registration Open / Exhibitor Set Up 

4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.  General Session: Membership Meeting 
    

5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Welcome Reception & Exhibits 
   

  

THURSDAY, FEB 22, 2018 
7:30 a.m. Registration Open 
7:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. Exhibits Open 

7:30 a.m. – 8:00 a.m. Continental Breakfast & Networking 
8:00 a.m. – 8:30 a.m. 
  

General Session: Welcome 
Frank Gasperini, President & CEO, ASHCA 

 

8:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.  General Session: Keynote Panel 
Leading Safety – Challenges, Opportunities and Strategies to Raise the Bar 
Lourdes Gonzalez,  
Director of Human Resources, Gowan Group 
Leon Graves,  
Chief Operating Officer, St. Albans Cooperative Creamery 

Joel Sherman, 
Vice President, Safety & Corporate Affairs, Grimmway Enterprises Inc. 

 
9:30 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.  Break and Exhibits  

9:45 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Concurrent Sessions 1  
 A: Technology and Unique Approaches to Addressing Safety and Health in 

Agriculture  
Aaron Yoder, PhD,  
Assistant Professor, University of Nebraska Medical Center 

Bryan Weichelt, PhD, 
Project Scientist, National Farm Medicine Center, Marshfield Clinic Research Institute 

Casper Bendixsen, PhD, 
Associate Research Scientist, National Farm Medicine Center, Marshfield Clinic Research 
Institute 

 B: Safety – Leading with Influence  
Jose Perez, CSHM, SMS, CET, OHST, CHST 
Senior Manager, Environmental Health & Safety, The Wonderful Company 

 

 C: Building Support for Ag Health and Safety 
Gary Templeman, 
Development Specialist, Progressive Agriculture Foundation 

Bill Field, 
Professor Agricultural & Biological Engineering, Purdue University  

http://www.ashca.org/
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Cindy Lengel-Russ 
Development Specialist, Progressive Agriculture Foundation 

Carolyn Sheridan, RN, BSN 
Founder & President, Ag Health and Safety Alliance 
Moderated by:  

William Nelson,  
William J. Nelson, LLC and ASHCA Board Member 

 D: Communicating Across Generations 
Sarah Spivey,  
Senior Organizational Effectiveness Consultant, FCC Services 

 
 

E. Addressing key safety and health issues on the Dairy  
High Plains Intermountain Center for Agricultural Health and Safety (HICAHS) 
 

11:00 a.m. – 11:15 a.m. Break and Exhibits 
11:15 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. Concurrent Sessions 2  
 A: Dealing with Pay, Leave and Related Issues when Disasters Strike 

Kara M. Maciel, 

Chair, Labor • Employment Practice, Conn Maciel Carey LLP 
 

 B: Anatomy of an Incident – Case Study 
Joel Sherman, 
Vice President, Safety & Corporate Affairs, Grimmway Enterprises Inc 

 
 C: Building Safety Culture: Across State lines and Even Borders 

Lourdes Gonzalez, 
Director of Human Resources, Gowan Group 
 

 D: Addressing Key Safety and Health Issues on the Dairy Part 2 
High Plains Intermountain Center for Agricultural Health and Safety (HICAHS) 
 

12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. Networking LUNCH / Visit Exhibits 
1:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. General Session 

Afternoon Keynote:  Mark Killian, Director, AZ Department of Agriculture 
(invited) 
Recognitions & Presentations of Lifetime Achievement Awards & 
Presentation/Recognition for 2017 AgSHARP™ graduates 
 

2:30 p.m. – 2:45 p.m. Break and Exhibits 
2:45 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. Concurrent Sessions 3 
 
 
 
 
 

A: The Opioid Crisis – Impact on Business 
Dr. Rupali Das, 
Senior Vice President, Zenith Insurance Company 

Kara M Maciel, 
Chair, Labor Employment Practice, Conn Maciel Carrey LLP  
 

 B: A 2020 Vision for Safeguarding Youth Working in Agriculture 
Dr. Barbara Lee, PhD,  
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Senior Research Scientist, National Farm Medicine Center & Director of National Children’s 
Center for Rural and Agricultural Health and Safety, Marshfield Clinic Research Institute 

Susan Reynolds, 
CEO, Progressive Agriculture Foundation 

 
 

 

C: Hiring and Onboarding for Safety  
Paul Riley, MBA, CSP, 
Global Manager, Safety and Loss Control, LDS Church 

 
 
 
 

 

D: Farm Machinery on Public Roads Standards  
John Fisher,  
Vice President Technical Affairs/Safety, Alamo Group Inc. 

Scott Cedarquist,  
Director of Standards and Tech, ASABE 

 E: Top Hazards in the Grain & Feed Industry 
Jess McCluer, 
VP, Safety & Regulatory Affairs, National Grain & Feed Assn. 

Joe Mlynek, CSP, 
Content Creation Expert, Safety Made Simple and President, Progressive Safety Services 
LLC 

4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. Poster Sessions / Exhibits / Networking Reception 
 

  

FRIDAY, FEB 23, 2018 
7:30 a.m. – 8:00 a.m.  Continental Breakfast and Networking 

7:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Exhibits open 
8:00 a.m. – 9:15 a.m.  General Session  

Keynote Presentation Lani Jordan   
Understanding Communication Today 
Lani Jordan, 
Communications Consultant, Lani Jordan Strategic Communication 

 
9:15 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.  Break and Exhibits 
9:30 a.m. – 10:45 a.m.  Concurrent Sessions 4 

 A: OSHA Priorities for the Trump Administration 
Jess McCluer, 
VP, Safety & Regulatory Affairs, National Grain & Feed Assn. 

William Krycia MPH, CIH, 
Senior Safety Engineer, Department of Industrial Relations Cal/OSHA 

 
 B: Crisis Communication: Telling the Safety Story 

Lani Jordan, 
Communications Consultant, Lani Jordan Strategic Communication 
 

 C: Strategies for Farm Worker Health, Wellness and Wellbeing: Positive 
Impacts for Business  
Hernan Hernandez, 
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Executive Director, California Farm Worker Foundation 
Amy Liebman, 
Director, Environmental & Occupational Health, Migrant Clinicians Network 

Natalie Roy, MPH 
Executive Director, AgriSafe 
 

 D: Severe Injuries and Fatalities – A Unique Challenge 
Dan Hair, CSP, MSS 
Senior Vice President, Chief Safety Officer, WCF Insurance 
 

10:45 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.  Break and Exhibits 
 

11:00 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.  Concurrent Sessions 5 
 
 

A: Workplace violence – Unique Challenges for Ag 
Isabel Bravo, 
Director of Environmental, Health and Safety, Wonderful Citrus Company 

Greg Coulter, 
Labor and Employment Attorney, Littler Mendelson, P.C.  

Tina Huff, SPHR, SHRM-SCP, 
Vice President of Human Resources, Duncan Family Farms  
 

 B:  Front Line Supervisors: Your Keys to Safety Program Implementation 
Guadalupe Sandoval, 
Managing Director, California Farm Labor Contractors Association 
 

 C: Safety Alignment and Initiatives Across Borders  
Peter Lundqvist, PhD, 
Executive Director, The Swedish Centre for Agricultural Business Management 

Risto Rautiainen, PhD, 
Professor, College of Public Health, University of Nebraska Medical Center 

Marcel Hacault 
Executive Director/Direteur Général, Canadian Agricultural Safety Association (CASA) 
 

12:15 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.  Lunch and 
Closing General Session: Investing in the Next Generation of Safety 
Leaders 
Dennis Murphy, PhD, CSP, 
Principle, Murphy Agricultural Safety Consulting, LLC 

Frank Gasperini, 
President, CEO, ASHCA 

 
2:00 p.m. End of Conference  

http://www.ashca.org/

